Some thoughts from Pastor Jim following a very hard day in our country

One of the hardest parts of being a Senior Pastor is discerning when the time has come to
speak to recent events in our country and in our world. Hardly a week goes by without a
significant tragedy taking place locally or abroad, and although all tragedies are worthy of our
attention, our prayers, and often our generous response, some events require a formal response
from your pastor, and I am under the conviction that now is such a time. Some could argue that |
have missed other critical moments and tragedies of equal or even greater importance throughout
the years, and they may be right; I apologize for my failure to act during those occasions when
you wish I had. However, given the of amount texts and emails I’ve received in the past 24 hours
and the impact that these events have had on my own children, I am convicted to speak from my
perspective as a pastor, a father, a Christian, and an American.

Like many of you, I am heartbroken. I grieve the recent string of violence that has taken
the lives of two young children and wounded 17 others in Minneapolis, and then three more
young people wounded and another dead from a school shooting yesterday in Denver. We have
already seen six school shootings in our country in 2025, and that after enduring 39 school
shootings in 2024.

I also grieve the murder of Minnesota Representative, Melissa Hortman and her husband,
Mark, by a 57-year-old anti-abortionist evangelical Christian, a man who also shot and wounded
Minnesota’s Senator John Hoffman and his wife, Yvette—all of which took place in June of this
year.

And finally, I grieve that yesterday, in the presence of hundreds of college students and
tens of thousands of people online, Charlie Kirk, a young conservative influencer and advocate
for Christianity, was assassinated on the campus of Utah Valley University. Charlie’s
assassination has been particularly hard on my children, and I suspect that is true for many of our
young people who no doubt watched any number of Charlie’s videos where he debated students
throughout the country, advocating for political conservatism while regularly sharing his faith in
Christ and defending a biblical worldview. I do recognize that Charlie Kirk was a political
lightning rod, and though I did not always agree with Charlie, and I suspect many people
disagreed with Charlie, I could not help but admire and respect Charlie’s commitment to engage
in public discourse at great personal risk. It is a great sadness to me, and I think to many
Americans, that Charlie is now dead because of his commitment to articulate his beliefs and to
engage students in the public square. What is worse, Charlie was publicly assassinated on a
college campus in a violent act that went viral on social media within minutes after he was shot.
Millions of souls have seen his graphic death, and that is both horrifying and scarring to the mind
and memory of this generation.

I know, that in many ways, it feels like the evil in the world is escalating all around us,
and particularly in our country. It does feel that way to me as well, but mostly because we tend to
have very short memories when it comes to our history. Thanks to the TV, my parents witnessed
the assassination of JFK, RFK, and MLK within the span of five years. Most of our parents
remember the race riots and many other horrible events, including the Vietnam and Korean
Wars. Our grandparents and great grandparents fought in the world wars, and their grandparents
and grandparents fought in the Civil War. There has always been evil in the world and in our
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country, but not every generation has had access to the gruesome realities of evil and hate that
are now accessible to all who have internet access.

I remind you of these events in history so as to defend us from despair in these difficult
days. Evil, violence, division, and tragedy are not new. Our country has faced similar challenges
in our history, and as in the days before us, it will take a tremendous amount of prayer,
leadership, and intentionality to bring healing to our land. Such is why I feel compelled to speak
into this moment.

As the fallout of Kirk’s assassination escalates through talk news and the visceral
comments on social media, the tendency for most of us is to take sides and look for someone to
blame. Like many of you, I’ve observed the unbridled rage that is exploding on the left and the
right in the press and social media, and though I think that kind of reaction is inevitable now in
our country, [ would invite you...my beloved brothers and sisters...to remember the teachings of
our Lord and Savior, Jesus of Nazareth, who thought to prepare us for times such as this.

Jesus told us there would be days like this. Jesus acknowledged that, in this world, we
would face many tribulations. He taught that those who served as His witnesses would encounter
hardships and persecution. He said in Matthew 10:16ff: “I am sending you out as sheep among
wolves, so be wise as serpents and innocent as doves....men will deliver you over to courts and
flog you in their synagogues, and you will be dragged before governors and kings for my
sake...you will be hated by all for my name’s sake.” In John 15, Jesus reminds His followers, “A
servant is not greater than his master. If they persecuted me, they will persecute you. I have said
these things to you to keep you from falling away...that when [the] hour comes you may
remember that I told them to you.”

As Christians, we should not be caught unaware when evil strikes against the believers. It
is as Jesus said it would be but that’s not all that Jesus said. Jesus also promised that He would
provide His Holy Spirit to empower and embolden our witness, giving us the words to speak
when under the pressure of persecution, and He promised that He has overcome the world and
the horrible tribulations that threaten us. Christ has overcome the world, and in Christ, we will
endure these difficult days and continue to serve as His disciples because His grace is sufficient,
even now. To that end, Jesus forbid His followers to engage in retaliation. He told us not to hate
our enemy, but to pray for those who persecute us (Matthew 5:43-44). He said in Matthew 5:38,
“You have heard it said, ‘An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.” But I say to you, Do not
resist the one who is evil. But if anyone slaps you on the right cheek, turn to him the other also.”

The teachings of Jesus are hard, but they are not unclear. Please remember that it was this
conviction of non-retaliation that impressed the persecutors of Christianity in the first three
hundred years of the early church within the Roman Empire. It was specifically the fact that the
early Christians did not retaliate, but rather suffered willingly with courage and boldness,
showing kindness and mercy toward their persecutors, that fueled the dramatic spread of the
Gospel throughout the ancient world.
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Should we disobey our Lord at such a time as this, should we succumb to our anger and
take up arms or take to our social media accounts in any act of reciprocation, we will fall into the
trap that has been set by the Enemy of our soul. We will compromise our integrity as those claim
the name of Jesus, we will diminish the Gospel, and we will forfeit our witness.

Whatever you might think about Charlie Kirk’s politics, he was clearly a believer who
understood that he was to endure insult and persecution for the sake of bearing witness to Jesus.
He understood the risk, and like so many before him, Charlie’s attempt to bear witness for his
faith led to his death. But the death of a believer is never in vain. Charlie’s death did not surprise
our Lord. The life and the death of a believer are to serve one purpose, and one purpose only: to
bring glory to God. The best way that we can honor a fallen brother is to bring glory to God, and
then we grieve. We grieve his loss, and we lament with those who lament.

Right now, there are thousands of young people around our country and throughout the
world that are lamenting the public assassination of this young influencer. If you have teens
and/or college students, invite them to express their thoughts and give them space to lament and
to express their feelings. Regardless of your opinion of Charlie Kirk, no American should be shot
down in cold blood for expressing his views—this will be very difficult for our young people to
process. It’s difficult for many of us as older people to process as well.

I would ask that you guard your hearts against the lies of the Enemy. And please
remember that our Enemy does not consist of a political party or any collection of people who
oppose Christianity or conservative politics. Paul wisely taught us in Ephesians 6 that our battle
is not against flesh and blood, but against the powers, principalities, and authorities in the
heavenly realm. Please resist objectifying people who disagree with you, and instead look to the
LORD and His Word. In Genesis 6, we’ll learn this Sunday that God grieves with us when it
comes to the wickedness and corruption that so dominates the hearts of men. And God is a God
of justice, so we can trust that God will enact justice in His time and according to His purposes.

For now, let us serve our role in this critical hour. Let us, the Body of Christ, be the
peacemakers, the truth-tellers, and the ambassadors of a much-needed grace that is only available
through the Gospel. And let us be bold in our witness. Now is NOT the time to shrink back or
hide for fear of what the Gospel will cost us. Instead, let us trust God to make the Gospel known
in an hour when our country so desperately needs the deep, deep love of Jesus.

I invite you to pray this prayer with me:

Father, we give you the glory, even in this dark and difficult hour. We pray that you will
empower us with your Holy Spirit to step into the pain of our people with the hope of the Gospel.
Protect our hearts from bitterness, and give us the grace to lament with those who lament, and to
grieve with those who grieve, though we do not grieve as those who are without hope. Our hope
is secure in the finished work of Jesus on the cross, and He is the only hope of redemption for all
who will believe. Increase our faith and show us how we can serve as your witnesses in this
hour, bringing your light into the midst of our hurting culture. Please comfort those who mourn
in the Kirk family, the families of those who experienced loss and violence in the recent school
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shootings, the Hortman family, the Hoffman family, and so many other families around the
world who join the Psalmist in crying,

“How long, LORD, must I take counsel in my soul and have sorrow in my heart all the day?
How long shall my enemy be exalted over me? Consider and answer me, O LORD my God; light
up my eyes, lest I sleep the sleep of death, lest my enemy say, ‘I have prevailed over him,’ lest
my foes rejoice because I am shaken. But I have trusted in your steadfast love; my heart shall
rejoice in your salvation. I will sing to the LORD, because he has dealt bountifully with me.”

This is our prayer, and we pray in the name of the One who has overcome,
We pray for ourselves, and we pray for those who persecute us,

In the name of Jesus,

Amen

4|Page



